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and proceeding to exhort them, and anxiously caring
to save a soul by the word. Thou shalt preserve what
thou hast received, neither adding thereto, nor taking
therefrom. Thou shalt not come with a bad conscience
to thy prayer."

The closing sentences contain this blessing: " Now
God, who is the Lord of all the world, give to you
wisdom, skill, understanding, knowledge of his judg-
ments, with patience. And be ye taught of God; seek-
ing what the Lord requires of you, and do it, that ye

may be saved in the day of judgment......The Lord

of glory and of all grace be with your spirit.    Amen."

THE   SHEPHERD   OF   HERMAS.

This work, which derives its title from the circum-
stance of an angelic teacher being represented as a
shepherd, is now considered by many to have been the
production of Hermas, a brother of Pius, Bishop of
Rome \ though others are persuaded that the work is of
a much earlier date2. The author speaks of guardian
angels and of evil angels, and he speaks much of prayer;
but not the faintest hint shows itself throughout the.
three books, of which the work consists, that he had

Apostolical Constitutions (book vii. ch. 9), the expression is,
"Thou shalt seek the person (^pawn-ov} of the saints, that thou
mayest find rest (or find refreshment, or refresh thyself) (V ETT-
ava7ra.vri rolg Xoyoic avrwv} in their words." The author seems evi-
dently to allude to the reciprocal advantage derived by Christians
from religious intercourse.

1  Ecclesiastical writers refer the appointment of Pius, as Bishop
of Rome, to the year 153.

2  Archbishop Wake thinks it not improbable that this book was
written by the same Hermas, of whom mention is made by St. Paul.